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A New Pfgifal Home for RTLL!

New We

This October, Rainbow Trail Lutheran
Camp is excited to launch a brand-new
website!

For more than 60 years, RTLC has
been a place where people come to
unplug, reconnect, grow in faith, build
friendships, and experience God’s
creation. While so much of what makes
Rainbow Trail special happens here on
the mountain, we know that the first step
for many people happens somewhere
else: online.

Our new website is designed to make
that first step easier.

Whether you are a first-time camper
looking for information about summer
camp, a parent getting ready for your
child’s week at Rainbow Trail, a church
leader searching for a retreat, a senior
high camper looking for a volunteer
opportunity, or a longtime camp family
wanting to reconnect, the new website
will provide a clearer and more engaging
way to discover everything RTLC has to
offer.

This project has been about more than
simply giving our website a fresh look.
We have been working to create a digital

It was a busy and active summer
for the Land Exchange process, and we are
continuing to knock items off the timeline.

Following the public comment
period back in April, the Forest Service sent
formal responses to those who submitted
comments about the Land Exchange.
Rainbow Trail also sent responses because
we felt it was important for them to hear
directly from Rainbow Trail as well so that
they knew we had read their comments and
addressed their concerns.

A great deal of Rainbow Trail’s
work this summer was finalizing all the
documents that needed to be posted on
the Forest Service website for the Land
Exchange. We made final changes to the
Conservation Easement to ensure the needs
of our neighbors to the north were met for
roads and access. All documents were
submitted on August 27th.

Probably the most challenging
area remaining is receiving concurrence
from the State Historic Preservation

site Set To Launch This Month
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home that better reflects who Rainbow
Trail is today while also helping us tell
the story of where God is leading us in
the future.

The new site will make it easier to
explore our summer programs, retreats,
Bridging Borders trips, day camps,
Compass Points, and other opportunities
to connect with RTLC. It will also give
us a better place to share stories, photos,
upcoming events, and the many ways our
community is living out the mission of
Rainbow Trail throughout the year.
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And while the website is changing,
the way you register for camp is not.
CampBrain will continue to be our
registration and application platform.
When you are ready to register for a
summer program, retreat, or when you
need to complete a staff application, you
will still use CampBrain. The new website
will help you find the information you
need and then direct you to CampBrain
when it’s time to register or apply.

One of the most exciting parts of this
new website is the opportunity to better

Starting To- See The Light

RTLC makes great progress as we move toward the end of the Land Exchange Process

Organization (SHPO). Following an
extensive study, SHPO concurred with our
assessment that RTLC’s buildings would
not qualify for the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP). This was good
news in that it will free the RTLC Board
to make future decisions regarding camp
structures without government restrictions
due to historic preservation. However,
they unable to concur that Rainbow Trail
Lutheran Camp (the camp itself) is not
eligible for the NRHP, and they feel that
it is eligible as a “property associated
with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.” The SHPO is asking for a
Resolution of this Adverse Effect before
they will concur. To that end, RTLC is
currently crafting a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) between the SHPO, the
Forest Service, and Rainbow Trail that will
include projects RTLC will complete to

capture the rich history of Rainbow Trail.
This is actually a rather cool guarantee
that the history of the camp—not its
buildings —will be honored and preserved.

One of the last big hurdles is a 45-
day objection period. The objection period
began September 2nd and will run until
October 16, 2026. This is really a “speak
now or forever hold your peace” step. As
of this writing (October 7), there have been
no objections posted on the Forest Service
website. If there are no objections, the
timeline for completion will be shorter.

Based on the newest Land
Exchange timeline, we could complete the
land exchange and own our site in February
or March of 2027. As you may know, 2027
is also Rainbow Trail’s 70th anniversary.
That could be quite the celebration in
20271

We ask for your continued prayers
and financial support for the exchange

tell the stories that make camp what it is.
A website can provide information, but
our hope is that it will also give people a
glimpse of the community, relationships,
faith, adventure, and joy that happen here.

As we look toward the future,
communication will continue to play
an important role in connecting people
to camp. The new website is one piece
of a larger effort to strengthen how we
communicate with campers, families,
churches, alumni, donors, and supporters
throughout the year.

We are incredibly excited to share it
with you this October. When it launches,
take some time to explore, look around,
and see what’s new. You may even
discover a new way to be part of the
Rainbow Trail community.

The website may be new, but the heart
behind it remains the same: creating
spaces where people can encounter God,
experience community, and discover the
joy of being together.

process. All of this additional work has
been expensive. Your contributions at
this stage will help us see this process to
fruition. If you haven’t given to the land
exchange yet, consider making a special
gift for the future generations that will be
a part of this ministry. This is a project that
the RTLC community has rallied around.
Any remaining funds after the completion
of the exchange will be used for the first
major project in the new master plan. If
you want to know more, Dave Jarvis would
love to have a more in-depth conversation
with you and explain more about this once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity. You can reach
him by email at dave @rainbowtrail.org or
by phone at 719-429-1377. Help us make
Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp our Home
At Last!

Rainbow Trail Mission Statement

Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp creates holy spaces that embody

God's radical grace to affirm, empower, and transform all people to be Christ’s light
in the world
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Full Circle

By Dave Gunnlaugsson - Executive Director

”How was your first summer?” -
This is the question so many have been so
gracious to ask. I find myself stuttering as
I answer every time. It was good, it was
incredible, everything went great, amazing,
busy, so fast, incredible staff, exhausting,
better than expected, we made it, we did it,
God was so kind to us! These are just a few of
the many things I find myself saying as I try
to put into words four unbelievable months in
just a few thoughts. Honestly, it was so much
more than I could have expected! Amazing
campers, incredible staff, wonderful adult
leaders, and tremendous weeks of family
camp! While there are endless stories to share, perhaps this simple moment
captures it best. I was sitting on the plane to fly back to Wisconsin after
summer. Exhausted, thankful, humbled, and tears in my eyes.
I was so thankful to be finished. To have made it. Yet even more thankful
for the amazing group of summer staff who gave everything they could this
summer. Until the very last hours of camp, they loved kids, encouraged
each other, served, and gave all they have. Many of them were leaving
to catch flights, start classes, travel overseas, begin internships, and yet
they never quit! They could have done anything this summer; concerts,
parties, travel, the beach, friends. And yet here they were loving campers
to life all summer, supporting each other, and saying yes to a call so much
bigger than all of us! That’s what I will remember and cherish about my
first summer. An amazing group of staff who believed in each other and
said yes to Jesus every day as they poured their lives out serving others!

Perhaps one of the pieces that made the summer so incredible
was the amazing Bible Study put together with such love and grace by our
Bible Study writers. Our theme, “Hands Wide Open” created a space for
campers to have opportunities to be present with one another and God.
They took a look into the many layers of anxiety and then met those with
thankfulness, prayer, and worship. It really was a powerful summer. I had
one young camper say to me, I’ve never prayed so much in my life. 'm
so thankful for our staff who prepared so hard for this study and for our
writing team who gave so much to put it all together. Thank you to the
writing team-- Pastor Nicole’ Ferry, Pastor Rod Hank, Pastor Jane Jebsen,
Pastor Pam Challis, and Pastor Brad Doty. You are a gift to RTLC and
to our community. [ was so thankful as well for the many ways in which
ministry is happening at RTLC. Each week we had 3-4 Day Camp Teams
traveling across the Synod, Compass Point Trips hiking throughout the
Sangres, Confirmation, Senior High, Family, Junior and Junior High, and
Intro weeks happening on site. Hundreds of campers and young people
being encouraged and loved each week. Our staff was willing to jump into
whatever was needed. It really was an amazing thing to experience and
watch happening each week.

A big thank you as well to our full time team who gave of
themselves each week to make it all happen. If you know or have contact
with Tricia, Ruth, Cam, Delta, Will, or Matt, make sure to send them a
thank you or a word of encouragement! Also, a big thank you to all of
you who have continued to stand with and support RTLC over so many
years, especially during this time of transition at RTLC. Your prayers,
encouragement, support, and willingness to come alongside this ministry
have been so unbelievable! Thank you so much for everything you have
done to support me and RTLC in this first year.

I also want to give a big thank you to Dave Jarvis and the
RTLC Board as well, who have been so incredibly supportive and willing
to answer the phone at any time to help us through this first summer.
Their continued love and support for staff, the RTLC community, and me
has been a gift! Thanks, Dave and the Board for everything! So much
more to share, but the Fall is calling! The 2027 theme is in the works, and
retreats are happening every weekend. We have four incredible Program
Assistants that have joined us! Grace Race this weekend. Church visits most
weekends! Our first ever Rainbow Trail Worship Night with our Senior
High Campers! Exciting ministry every day! I’m so thankful for all that
God is doing and the opportunities we get to offer each day!

I remember sharing a moment with a new staffer this summer
during staff training. As his tears fell, we shared a hug, and he looked at
me and said, What is this place? I’ve never felt so loved and supported in
all my life. I’'m so thankful that RTLC continues to be that place. A place
of love, grace, community, joy, worship, growth, humility, hard work,
encouragement, and Jesus! Thank you, God, for a wonderful summer and
a beautiful ministry to be a part of! May we continue to live with hands

wide open and our eyes on you!
-Pave

A Note About 2027 Suwwer Fees

We are super excited as we begin planning for the summer of 2027. As you
will see over the next few weeks, there has been a fairly significant change in
fees for next summer. It is going to be roughly a 20 percent increase across
the board. This is something the board and I have been working and praying
through over the past several weeks. In 2026, we experienced a significant
increase in insurance (being in a forest fire area), gas prices, summer staff
salaries, and other categories as well. In light of these increases we needed to
make the larger increases to help cover these fees. We certainly understand
this has been a bigger jump over previous years. If you have questions or
concerns, please feel free to reach out to me anytime. We also want everyone
to know that we would never want these increases to keep anyone from
camp. I want to encourage you to check out our Campership programs that
are available for everyone on our website. As a reminder, 2027 registration
olt)lens on November 1, 2026, and camp deposits will be at $130 this year.
Thank you again for your understanding and support of Rainbow Trail. We
look forward to another wonderful summer with your families and children!

Rainbow Trail Welcomes
Addie, Kathryn, Kendall & Georgi

This September, Rainbow Trail welcomed four new Program
Assistants for the 2026-2027 retreat season. We can’t wait for you
to meet them! They bring great passion to this ministry, valuable
experience, and will be an asset to all we serve this retreat season.

Addi
Addie Flesch is from Greenwood Village,
Colorado, and graduated from St. Olaf College
in May 2026, where she majored in Religion
and Psychology and minored in Environmental
Studies. She was on staff for five summers,
first as a Kitchen Assistant (‘22,°23,°24) and
then as a Compass Points Guide (‘25,’26).
She sees the evidence of God so clearly in
creation and, during retreat season, hopes
to create moments for guests to slow down
and take it all in. In her free time, she enjoys
being outside, watching documentaries, and
embracing sarcasm. She’s been enjoying her
time as a Program Assistant and getting a
glimpse of what full-time ministry is all about.

Kendall

Kendall Flesch is from Greenwood Village,
Colorado. She graduated from Gustavus
Adolphus College in 2025 with a degree
in Environmental Studies and minors in
Economics, Political Science, and Geography.
During her four summers on staff, she served
as a Kitchen Assistant (22, 23, ‘24) and
Travel Support Director (‘25). She spent the
past year serving through the ELCA’s Young
Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program,
teaching English in Szarvas, a small town in
Hungary. When not PGA-ing, Kendall enjoys
reading, baking, and spending time outdoors:
skiing, hiking, and camping. She is looking
forward to doing ministry in the mountains

this year and connecting with guests.

do native from

Kathryn Smith is a Colo
Cherry Hills Village, Colorado and just

graduated from DePauw University with a
degree in Economics and minors in French
and Geology. She worked on staff for five
summers as a camphand (‘22), counselor
(°23, “24), and ropes coordinator (25, ‘26).
She is thrilled to be a program assistant and
meet more people through this wonderful
retreat ministry. In her free time she loves to
ski, read, be active, and do fiber arts! Kathryn
loves to talk about all things faith, and can’t
wait to explore ministry more fully during
this season!.

Georgi

Georgi Ward is from Greeley, Colorado and
will be starting at Colorado State University
next fall to study music therapy. In May 2026,
she earned her associate of arts degree. She
worked on summer staff as the guitar instructor
in 2025 and a counselor in 2026. Georgi has
loved camp and its ministry for years and is
so excited for opportunity to pour into it in
a way she hasn’t before! In her free time,
Georgi loves to play guitar, be outdoors, play
volleyball, and spend time with family and
friends! She is so excited for everything this
PGA season will hold!!

Ponate

Want To Make A Difference?

Give a gift to Rainbow Trail and invest in the faith lives of
thousands of kids. In today’s economy there is no better return!
www.rainbowtrail.org

Online Anytime
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2027 Summer Schedule

The Rainbow Trail summer 2027 schedule has been set. The fee will be
$650 for all youth camps, with the exception of Intro Camp,
which will be $330. Family camp fees are $650 for adults (ages 19 and
older), $480 for teens (ages 13-18) and $320 for ages 4-12. There is no
charge for kids under age 4. Be sure to register early!

May 28-31 .. Memorial Day Work Weekend
May 31-JUNE 12....coiiiiieeiieeeeeeeeee e Staff Training
JUNE 13-19 e Junior High #1
JUNE 20-23 .. Intro To Camp #1
JUNE 23-26..cci e Intro To Camp #2
JUNE 20-26 .. Junior #1
JUNE 27-JUlY 3. Confirmation Camp
JULY 4-101ceeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen Family Camp #1
JULY TT-17 e Senior High #1
JULY 1117 et Into the Wild
July 18-24 .. Open Sr. High Compass Points
July 18-24 . e, Mixed Junior #2/Junior High #2
JULY 25-31 e Senior High #2
July 25-31 i Open Jr. High Compass Points
AUGUSE 1-7 i Mixed Junior #3/Junior High #3
AUZUSE T4 Intro To Camp #3
AUGUSEB-T4 ..ottt Family Camp #2
AUGUSE 15-21 oo Joshua Station Family Camp
September 3-6........eeeviieeiiieeiieeeie e Labor Day Family Weekend

Grade Levels as of Fall 2027
Intro to Camp = entering 2nd - 3rd grade
Juniors = entering 4th - 6th grade

Junior High = entering 7th - 8th grade

Senior High = entering 9th-12th grade
Please note: Lutherans of the Rocky Mountain Synod, ELCA have
registration priority until January 1, 2027 This applies to all camps,

including family camps.

COLORADO
GIVESDAY

-
~
7
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On Tuesday, DECEMBER 8, 2026, Coloradans will come together again to raise
millions of dollars for non-profit organizations like ours. Last year, $56.6 million
was distributed to 4,623 different nonprofits throughout Colorado! RTLC raised

$212,017 in that 24-hour period! With the encouragement of some of our donors,
we have set our goal for 2026 at $200,000 with a challenge goal of $225,000.
All funds raised will go toward our Annual Fund. You may wonder why we
do Colorado Gives Day every year. The answer is that every donation given to
RTLC on Colorado Gives Day provides Rainbow Trail with a chance to receive
additional funds made available by Community First Foundation and 1st Bank.
Every donor that gives to Rainbow Trail, no matter the size of the gift, puts
Rainbow Trail in the drawing for monetary prizes. So, a $10 donation could earn
RTLC $1,000 or more! There are also special prizes if we have more than 25 new
donors this year. Additionally, at the end of Colorado Gives Day, $1.4 million
incentive fund will be divided among the participating non-profit organizations.
Each organization involved will receive a portion of the $1.4 million based on
their total donations that day. Each and every gift provides a percentage of the
bonus fund to RTLC. More than ever, we need our annual fund to sustain day-to-
day operations. You don’t need to live in Colorado to give on this day! Anyone
can give from anywhere! No matter where you live, mark your calendars for
Colorado Gives Day! Be sure to go to rainbowtrail.org/co-gives to donate! There
is also a quick link on our home page. If you’re worried about forgetting, fear
not! You can make your donation for Colorado Gives Day starting November 1,

2026 and it counts toward our Colorado Gives Day total!

SUMMER STAFF 2027

Doyouknow anyone interested in working at camp this summer? Recruiting
for 2027 staff has already begun! If you know someone who loves kids,
is passionate about Young Adult Christian community, and would be a
great fit for Rainbow Trail, encourage them to apply for a position on our
summer staff! Applications open November 1st! Send those interested to
www.rainbowtrail.org/summerstaff for more information! Applications
are due February 28th.

CAMp Vibes

By Cam Regennitter - Director of On-Site & Bridging Borders
SKOL! There is something about fall that always

makes me slow down and take a look back. Maybe it is
the changing leaves, the cooler mornings, or the return
of football on the weekends. For me, fall has always
been a season of reflection. And after another summer
at Rainbow Trail, there is certainly a lot to reflect on.
This summer was another reminder of why I

love this place so much. There is something special about

watching campers arrive at the beginning of the week,
often a little nervous or unsure, and then seeing them
leave with new friendships, new confidence, and a deeper understanding of who God
has created them to be. From worship around the campfire to late-night conversations in
cabins, from messy games to quiet moments on the mountain, God continues to show up
in all the little moments that make camp what it is. Oh, and having the best staff in the
world adds to the fun.

Most of our On-Site weeks were full this summer, which was an exciting reflection
of the continued growth and reach of our program. We welcomed a growing number of
campers from outside of Colorado, especially during our Junior High and Senior High
weeks. It was exciting to see camp continue to reach families and students beyond our
local communities. We also welcomed more Denver Rescue Mission kids than ever
before across several different weeks this summer. We are incredibly grateful for how that
partnership has grown and for the opportunity to provide these kids with a week of camp,
community, and fun. It has been amazing to see the ways God continues to work through
that relationship. We also had another great week with Joshua Station. What started as
a special partnership has become an important part of what we do at RTLC. Each year,
that week reminds us of the unique opportunity we have to create a space where families
can experience community, the outdoors, and the love of Christ. We are grateful for the
continued trust and relationship we have built with Joshua Station and look forward to
seeing that partnership continue to grow.

Looking beyond this summer, there are also some exciting things happening
at RTLC. We are getting ready to launch a brand-new website this fall! This has been a
project that has taken a lot of time and energy behind the scenes, but I am excited about
what it will mean for our campers, families, volunteers, and supporters. Shout out Matt
Oline with the help and guidance for this project!

And, of course, life outside of camp continues to change as well. Pierce is now
a little over a year old, which is hard to believe. This past year of fatherhood has gone
by incredibly fast. He is growing, learning, and developing more of a personality every
day. Delta and I continue to figure out this whole parenting thing one day at a time, and
we are incredibly grateful for the joy he has brought into our lives.

As T look toward the rest of this fall, I am grateful. Grateful for another summer
at Rainbow Trail. Grateful for the staff, volunteers, campers, families, and supporters
who make this ministry possible. Grateful for the opportunity to step into a new role and
help shape what comes next. And most of all, grateful that God continues to use this little
piece of the Colorado mountains to change lives.

There is always something new happening at camp. New campers, new staff,
new ideas, new challenges, and new opportunities. I am excited to see where God takes

us next.

Until next time, SKOL VIKES! &
¥y
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Keeping The Book

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, 11-13

We are familiar with this book of Ecclesiastes, A Time for Every-
thing. A verse or more is selected to be reviewed and discussed, put into
place with a topic or circumstance in mind. It’s used to support the reason
for a topic. Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp has lived in the verses of 1 — 8.
Change is always difficult and we felt it. The struggle and joy. Despair and
celebration.

However, there are other verses that are tucked in Ecclesiastes
Chapter 3 that need to be addressed. Vs 11 - 13 “Has made everything
beautiful in its Time...” “I know there is nothing better for men than to be
happy and do good while they live. That everyone may eat and drink and
find satisfaction in all his toil - this is the gift of God.”

Change can be painful. Gut wrenching, crying “what have I done?”
And the answer isn’t what we have done but what is being done through
us for His good. Maybe it’s creating an experience that can be used later.
Being proof that you survived once again. Or it could mean that the strug-
gle created a “beautiful in its Time.” Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp went
through changes with the adjustment of a new executive director. Differ-
ent path to the mountain. Different path leader. Same mountain camp.
We toiled on learning the differences between routine, personalities, and
new processes. What was the result? I believe we are starting to see that
there is food and drink and satisfaction in the distance. Being the witness
that we survived and we now have an experience that can be used at His
beautiful time — not ours. We have the reward to find satisfaction, but His
reward is to watch how we grew in the changes. We may not have always
leaned on Him, but He was still present through the change.

There are many gifts from God and growth is one of them, regard-
less of how it was obtained. We struggled up the path to the mountain but
this next season the path is clearer. Visions of what the camp can be for the
guests, big or little. Ideas and perseverance to show them that Ecclesiastes
3:11-13 can be theirs as well because we experienced it. Happiness and
Life. Food and Drink. Satisfaction and Toil. Change. “Everything beauti-

ful in its Time...”
R

HELP RTLC WITH YOUR THRIVENT
CHOICE DOLLARS

If you are a Thrivent Financial member, Go to http://www.rainbowtrail.org/
we need your help! We set a Thrivent donate/thrivent-choice/ and follow the

By Ruth Bolkema - Bookeeper

Choice goal for 2026 of $35,000 and we
still think that goal is very attainable.
With that kind of increase, not only can
we continue to provide camperships but
we can also possibly upgrade some of the
equipment on our site.

Here is how you can help. You will
need to go out to Thrivent’s website each
quarter to direct your Thrivent Choice
dollars. This is the only way to ensure
that your Thrivent Choice dollars will

steps to make your designation.

If you have friends that are Thrivent
members and who have not designated
their Thrivent Choice dollars, please
encourage them to designate those
Thrivent Choice dollars to Rainbow
Trail. We heard that there was still close
to $1 million dollars in Choice dollars
NOT distributed last year. Help us
change that! You can make a world of
difference!!

make it to Rainbow Trail each quarter.

WANTED:
RTLC AMBASSADORS

Normal, Everyday PeoEIe who Love RTLC and Want to Serve as
RTLC Ambassadors for their congregations. Ambassadors meet at
RTLC for a retreat once a year to:

1. Find out what is new at Rainbow Trail
2. Build a display board for their congregation

3.Become equipped to pass anngI_im_ ortant information about what
is happening at RainbowTrail to their congregations.

Ambassadors are an important key to the ministry at RTLC.
Ifyou areinterestedin becomln%an ambassador for |?)/ourco_ngregatlon,
contact Dave at: 719.276.5233 daveg@rainbowtrail.org.

Be A Pifference Maker!

Trailblazers and Pathfinders are Rainbow Trail’s annual giving clubs that sustain our
ministry and allow it to grow. Your gifts help us cover the expenses of the day-to-
day operations of camp. For as little as $10 a month, or $120 a year, you can become
a Trailblazer and make a huge difference in everything that happens here at camp!
Pathfinders are those that would like to give a little more. For $1,000 or more a year, you
can become a Pathfinder and can make a bigger difference in this incredible ministry.
From Day Camp to Bridging Borders to On-Site ministries to camperships, Trailblazer
and Pathfinder dollars help to make a difference in countless lives through wonderful faith
experiences. We need your support more than ever. Support from the Rocky Mountain
Synod to Rainbow Trail has been reduced in recent years. You can join by simply making
your gift to Rainbow Trail. If you are interested in knowing more about Trailblazers or
Pathfinders, please contact Dave at the Canon City office (719-276-5233) or by e-mail
at daveg@rainbowtrail.org.

Words with the Wise

By Delta Regennitter - Director of Retreat Ministries

Hey y’all! Happy Fall :) Fall around here is syn-
onymous with retreat season, so for me I’'m a busy bee this
time of year! With that being said, my letter to y’all will be
a little shorter than usual because I'm currently in the thick
of it (but I love it). The most exciting thing to update you
all on is that I have not two, but FOUR Program Assistants
(PGAs) this season. I cannot even begin to explain how in-
credible it has been, not only with the extra hands but with the
community that we’ve built together this past month. Camp
finally feels lively like it does during the summer months. All
four interns have worked for us before for multiple summers:
Kathryn Smith (5 summers) Georgi Ward (2 summers) Addie
Flesch (5 summers) and Kendall Flesch (4 summers). These
girls work HARD and have so much fun. Their enthusiasm for the job is infectious and
they love to be together even in their off time. If you’re wondering why we have four this
year it is because we have not yet hired a head cook. As most of you know Chris Seamen
retired in May after 20+ years at RTLC. We love her dearly and still see her in Westcliffe,
and ask her questions about her recipes since she basically created them ALL haha. But
Packer Dave considered this as a solution to have more interns so we can rotate working
in the kitchen at each retreat. We’ve had six retreats already and it’s worked fairly well
so far. I’ve been the head cook twice now and have such a newfound respect for the work
that’s done in there. I am also creating the menus each week, checking inventory, and
ordering the food. It’s been an honor to explore the ministry of cooking! I made my first
batch of camp bread from scratch this week which was a feat! Two of the PGAs, Kendall
and Addie, worked in the kitchen for three summers and I’ve been extremely grateful to
utilize their knowledge. Kathryn is ropes course certified too which helps so much with
how often we run the course in retreat season. And Georgi has a gift with her voice and
guitar abilities. It’s magical to be able to listen to her sing and play at worship under the
crisp fall night sky! I love these four girls so dearly and can’t wait to see the impact they
have on retreat ministry.

The retreats we’ve had so far have been: Labor Day Family Camp (where we
hosted 140 family campers)! Another camp wedding (my personal favorite) for Maddie
Parker and Ben Hizer who both worked for us. The Hizers got married on the ballfield
on Saturday September 12th and Dave Jarvis married them. About 10 alumni came and
worked that weekend too and since we are all friends with the couple we got to join
them on the dancefloor in our staff uniforms at the end of the night and had such a blast.
After that was our annual Men’s Fly Fishing Retreat led by Pastor Dave Risendal, then
the Women’s Retreat led by Dee Ann Lord. We then hosted Canon Exploratory Middle
School, hosted the Grace Race 5k in Denver, then went right back to camp for a mid-
week retreat with Augustana Lutheran Church. This weekend is the Confirmation Re-
treat, and after that is King of Kings Lutheran Church, Joy Lutheran Church Women’s
Retreat, Fiber Arts, Senior High, and lastly- Adventfest! We’ll also be heading to Gid-
dings, Texas (close to where Matt, Will, and myself are from) for the Lutheran Outdoor
Ministry Conference which is always a great time to reconnect with others in outdoor
ministry. We’ve become good friends with a lot of the folks who come to the conference
so it will be fun to see them again.

Personally, Cam and I bought our first home this past summer and moved in
July. This house was a miracle and such a blessing. I’'m having fun finding things on
Facebook Marketplace and scoring at Goodwill to fill this house. Pierce is now almost
one and a half years old. He is still in the 98th percentile in height, is aaaalmost walking,
and says “mama, dada, ball, whoa, yeah, hot, no, boy, and most importantly... JEEP.” He
is obsessed with cars and specifically Jeeps LOL. I am sensing a jeep themed birthday in
his future. We hope to see you this season, and I hope you all get to experience a fall day
at camp soon!! If you want to follow all the PGA and retreat season fun, follow them on
Instagram @rtlc_pgas2026 (they’re so much better at posting than I am!)

Bye y’all!
~ el

Don't miss this opportunity to be immersed
in community on the mountain, in which we
will discover and affirm the gifts that

God has given us.
Email delta@rainbowtrailorg for any questions!

If these retreats don’t appeal to you, bring a group to RTLC and you
can customize your own retreat! Contact
delta@rainbowtrail.org to book your retreat today!
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Talking Turman

By Matt Turmat - Director of Site and Facilities

Helllooooo Rainbow Trail family!

I'hope everyone reading this has had an amazing
fall and an even more exciting summer. Camp was
alive this past year with all the new changes and it was
a memorable time for everyone. From the new boss,
new maintenance crew, new day camp vehicles, new
campers, and a whole new summer staff to work with
there was excitement from Memorial day through week
ten.

The memorial day work weekend was a great
success, thanks to a full camp of volunteers we were able
to complete some exciting new projects. To start [ have
to thank all of the volunteers and memorial day contractors leading crews who
helped make the weekend possible. We installed insulation underneath Aspen to
retain heat in the winter months (Dave Fisk). Installed two back up generators,
one on our pump house and one for the fridge and freezer in Aspen which will
protect our inventory during a longer power outage. (Fisk and Ben Green).
Installed snow brakes on Holling lodge and Golden Banner, and made gutter
repairs around the site (Tyler Loffer). Built a new Gaga Ball pit and installed
new counter tops in Columbine (Kevin Cross). Built a cleaning closet for the
girl’s side of the shower hosue (Phil Dorth). Installed new bathroom doors in
Golden Banner, new facia around old cabins, and repairs to the Golden Banner
ramp (Mike and Chris DiLisa). New back porch railing for Aspen (Nick Hughes).
With the help of volunteers we were able to paint porches, work on resealing
a section of the Pavillion, completed trail maintenance, cleared trash off of the
old camp bus, patched holes in the shower house, filled a 30yd dumpster with
trash from site, replaced lattice around the mall, repaired the Aspen loading
dock, resealed fircle benches and much more! Once again a heartfelt thank
you is in order for the contractors that gave a holiday weekend to keep the site
and facilities in top shape, to the Rainbow Trail summer and full time staff that
volunteered that weekend, and lastly the army volunteers who believe in the
ministry of Rainbow Trail.

Plans for memorial day 2027 include redoing the ceiling in
Paintbrush, insulating under Golden Banner, installing a new deck behind Juniper,
redecking the high ropes course, installing energy efficient windows in cabins
across the creek, and potentially beginning clearing plots for new builds as we
look forward to the land exchange!

The summer was a wonderful time as well and I owe much to
an incredibly energetic camp hand team, Matthew, Blake, Bear, and Chapman,
our maintenance assistant Alex Brown, and the crew’s summer facility director
Bri Engel. Without them the site would not have been able to function day to
day, and behind the scenes they worked tirelessly to make camper dreams come
to life while keeping the site in top shape. The campers were as hilarious and
creative as ever, and it is always a privilege to serve them as they encounter
God and live into the community that’s all around them at camp. Dave also did
a great job stepping into the executive director role and helped lead the summer
staff to discover gifts they didn’t know about themselves, dig deeper into their
fath, and show campers never ending grace. Rainbow Trail is in good hands,
and there are many more memorable years to come for the next generation of
campers.

In the same breath I have to reluctantly inform the Rainbow
Trail community that this was my last summer and [ am leaving my position as
site and facilities director at the end of the 2026 calendar year. I will be moving
to the upper peninsula of Michigan to live with my girlfriend Charlotte as we
look to start a new chapter of our lives together, and I am pursuing general
contracting in construction and remodeling work. It has been an immense joy
and privilege to serve in this role for Rainbow Trail, and the people that I have
met during this time will remain with me forever. The community is ultimately
what brought me back here. The shared belief in changing lives, the kindness to
strangers, the opportunity for growth in faith, are all things that make Rainbow
Trail so special. To me it was a place where I felt a sense of belonging and calm
that I couldn’t find anywhere else in the world. A place where everyday I went
to work I would dream that a camper coming to the site for the first time would
feel the same way, that they could be themselves, and feel loved. In the time
of transition the site will be in good hands with the current full time team and
Program Assistants as we find a new Site and Facilities Director. I want to thank
the full time team for all the kindness and support they showed me as I learned
the ropes. To Delta for always reminding me of home and bringing out a smile.
To Cam for his friendship and being there for me when I was in tough situations
and had a tougher question. To Ruth and Tricia for always showing me kindness
and letting me bug them for a few minutes when I drop by the office. To both
my bosses the Daves and their mentorship, showing me what it means to be a
leader and taking care of those around you. To Chris and all the jokes we had in
the kitchen. Lastly to Will and his friendship over the years. Countless memories
and laughs with one of my oldest and closest friends, and I’ll always be grateful
we had the chance to serve side by side during some of our best years.

I need to wrap up this article as I’'m getting tearful saying
goodbye to a place that I have loved and has shown me so much love. As I write
this there are still a few months to go and lots of work to do. I’m looking forward
to serving the community for my remaining time and I pray I get to come back
and serve this camp again someday. Until then, if you don’t see me, I’ll see ya!

Many thanks to all and with all the love I have,

-Mare

7077 Memorial Pay Work Weekend

s

The Memorial Day Work Weekend has become as much a tradition at Rainbow
Trail as anything else we do. The hearts and service of the weekend volunteers
kick off each summer and really bring camp to life! We are so thankful for
them! This year, Rainbow Trail saw 75 people join this annual event to help
get camp ready for summer. Preparing the site before campers arrive ensures
that we’re able to give them the best chance to encounter God in the beauty
of Hillside, Colorado. We accomplished many site improvements to help with
the safety and function of the site while also maintaining its appearance. We
officially installed two backup generators for the most important parts of the
site--the water system and the Aspen fridge and freezer. Being on our remote
site when we face (Power loss makes it difficult to function. With running
water and preserved food, prolonged power outages now become much more
tolerable. We installed insulation beneath Aspen to help keep the dining hall
warm and cozy in the winter. We built a new cleaning closet for the shower
house, installed snow brakes on Holling and Golden Banner, made gutter
repairs, built a new gaga ball pit, repaired the ramp and hung new doors in
Golden Banner, installed and painted fascia around old cabins, rebuilt the
back porch railing for Aspen, resealed the Pavilion, Fircle, and Columbine
porch rails, painted porches, cleared trails, spread wood chips, refurbished
memorials, replaced lattice, fixed fences, cleaned up the bus, and the list
keeps going! We’ll be sure to have another busy and memorable weekend
next year, and those dates are May 28-31, 2027. Call the Canon City office
at (719) 276-5233 or email Dave at daveg@rainbowtrail.org to reserve your
spot at this fun and rewarding weekend! We are so thankful for all you do
and can’t wait to see you next Memorial Day Weekend!

Into- The WItbderness

By Will Johnson - Director of Compass Points & Day Camp Ministries

Hello and happy fall everyone! Just these last few days we
got our first dusting on the Sangres here in the wet mountain
valley and it couldn’t be prettier! The white caps of the sangres
sitting over the speckled orange from the aspens changing is
surely a sight to see this time of year. I wake up everyday in
the wet mountain valley and it never ceases to amaze me how
grand and beautiful God’s creation is. What a blessing it is to
live in such a wonderful place!

Reflecting back on my summer, it was one for the books!
Our Compass Points program had 11 trips which is fewer than
usual, however, it was some of the richest ministry I’ve seen
in my time here! It felt rich for a multitude of reasons. One
of those reasons was the level of hospitality we were able
to provide due to the great investments we have made for the Compass Points program
over the last few years. Examples of these investments include the new Osprey internal
frame backpacks we received in 2024, the 10 Nemo 3 person tents we got in 2025, and
the new cookware, stoves, and hammock rain flies we got this last season. It’s been such
a blessing to build out this program to a professional level so that we can spend less time
worrying about equipment failures or discomfort of our packs, and more time focused on
our guests’ experience. This helped us out tremendously this year because we were a little
short staffed so it was great to have the confidence in our equipment that we needed so that
we could focus on providing everyone with the RTLC experience. Also, a huge shout out
to Carley Malm, Hunter Resley, and Ashley Kleen for helping guide 5 trips this summer
despite not being on our full summer staff. We couldn’t have done this summer without
you guys and know you’re always welcome at Eagle Peak Lodge! Another reason this
summer was so rich was because of the return groups and campers we had this summer.
It’s been incredible to watch campers and church groups fall in love with the program
and come back year after year. Examples are Triumphant Love Lutheran from Austin,
TX, West Nidaros Lutheran from South Dakota, and Decorah Lutheran from Iowa. It has
been so great to serve you guys for multiple years and to continue to grow and partner
together. Overall, I have loved leading and seeing the development of the Compass Points
program and it brings so much joy to my heart to serve these groups year after year! I’'m
so proud of our staff that makes this program possible every year and I can’t wait to see
how we continue to grow this area of our ministry!

Now for Day Camp. Day Camp this summer served 26 congregations ranging from
5 different states! Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico, and Kansas! [ was also really
proud of our day camp program because of the continuous efforts from our Day Camp
Travel directors and how well they coordinated with our day camps. Our overall day camp
numbers jumped up to 985 this year which is slightly higher than last year! Woohoo! I
just want to say thanks again to the staff and volunteers of all of our day camps across
the country! It’s such great ministry and I love that we can provide the Rainbow Trail
experience where ever we go!

Overall, this was such a great summer! I really was blessed with such a wonderful
staff and I loved all the groups we got to host. It’s always a great feeling being able to
look back on a summer and feel fulfilled and grateful for what the Lord has provided for
me and so many others that come to RTLC. Soon I’ll be back in Texas where I get to see
my family for the holidays and I can’t wait! Hope everyone has a great rest of their fall
and as always, all are welcome to come hang in Eagle Peak Lodge if you’re ever up at

camp!
-Wll
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TRAILBLAZERS

The following individuals are members of the 2026 Trailblazers Club. Trailblazers is an annual giving club that keeps the ministry at Rainbow Trail alive and growing. To join,
contact Dave at 719-276-5233 or check out the “Support Us” portion of our webpage at www.rainbowtrail.org. Many thanks to the following supporters of Rainbow Trail!

Eagle Peak $500 - $999

Abby Mudgett

Addison Andrix and Carley Malm
Anonymous

Ashley Kelley

Audrey and Wade Beckman

Ben Hogue and Marshall Monda
Beth and John Rogers

Bill and Shelly Hunter

Brian and Marisa Carlson

Carl and Katie Edstrom

Carol Donachy

Carolyn Brink

Chuck and Michelle Nichols
Cindy and Mark Boatright

Craig Kelly

Daniel and Diana Breed

Daniel Hanson and Aimee Lenth
Dave Gunnlaugsson

David and Linda Higbea

David and Michelle Louis
Donald and Joyce Stephens
Douglas and Naoko Kohlhepp
Elisa and Ryan Strickler

Gail and Craig Bagenstos

Gary and Patty Bliss

George and Nancy Jacobson
Greg and Barbara Haschke
Heidi and Greg Thiele

Jana and Paul Oman

Jane and Steven Massie

Jessica and Todd Doyle

Jim and Pat Speckmann

Joanne Parkhouse and Zhihua Song
Joel and Carolyn Buck-Gengler
John and Kathleen Erickson

Jon and Jo Powers

Judy Peters

Julie and Jary Shimer

Julie Prange

Karen and Richard Stenger

Kate Tjeerdsma Betzel and Filipe Betzel
Katherine Graham and Justyn Hamilton
Kelly Knupp and David Fox
Kendra and Steve Dunn

Kent and Elizabeth Lund

Kiesha Priem and Aaron Steger
Kim and John Olson

Kim KJ Cedar Jackson Endowment Fund
Kimberly and Chris Sandman
Kristi Beebe

Leslie Swetnam

Lynn and Pat Trenda

Maren Diercks and Paul Eppard
Marje and Fred Hoppe

Mark and Anne Schwartz
Marsha Yosten

Mary Ann Woodward

Melissa Beaman

Melissa Chepulis

Nick and Jessica Ehrhardt

Pam and Dave Challis

Patti Nelson

Peter and Pat Holwerda
Rebecca and Rich Collins
Renae Deharde-Haes

Robert Rhodes

Ron Yergert

Roxann and Tom Hare

Russ and Cheri Sorensen

Ryan and Rianne Anderson
Stephanie Lord and William McHardy
Steven Gustafson and Beth Knutson
Suzanne and Clay Johnson
Teak and Clifford Simonton
Terry and Susan Pletkovich
Tim and Mary Verner

Todd and Mary McNeil

Todd and Natalie Erickson
Tom Williamsen

Trevor Alm

Tyler Miller

Vince and Leigh Felletter
Walter and Karyl Meyer
Rainbow Lake $250 - $499
Adrian Miller

Alissa and Josh Plumley

Ann Wachholz

Anonymous

Ben and Corliss Wyatt

Ben and Jordan Jarvis

Bob and Janelle Stover

Brad and Kathleen Chewakin
Brian Niess and Anne Bliss Niess
Caitlin and Joshua Nelson

Carl and Gail Schurman
Cheryl Masters

Christy Klemz

Chuck and Gayle Newell

Clint and Anne Pluenneke
Cordell and Patricia Halverson
Cyndi Gershenoff

Damon and Anna-Marie Larson
Dan and Liz Burris

Daniel Kirschbaum

David and Judy Parry

David Miller and Anne Wenzel
David Price

Dawn and Shannon Ambrosio
Deborah Wangerin

Dena Richter

Gene and Angie Youngmann
Greg and Jessica Dorow

Hans and Kristin Wiersma
Heather Dahms and Joey Henke
Ina Kay and Tom Devers

Jack and Phyllis Brown

Jane Jebsen

Jeff and Trisha Carlson

Jim and Jann Marie Crock

Jim Ruden

Joanne and Jim Dumler

John and Peggy Harris

Joyce M. Schmidt Living Trust

Kalie Saathoff

Karel and Tom Hemler

Karla and Dan Clader
Kathryn Schmidt

Ken and Kay Gerhart

Landon Harman

Lannette Abbey

Larry and Eleanor Bonicelli
Leonard and Judy Walgren
Linda Drury

Mark and Julie Stover

Mark and Natalie Talley
Mark Skinner and Lou Ann Cheslock Skinner
Melissa and Michael Ackermann
Micah and Donna Hartung
Michael Vinson

Michelle Stone Kraus and Arthur J. Kraus
Mike and Jenny Kelley
Mindy and Aaron Lerch
Nancy Henning

Nancy Skinner

Ray and Carrie Harney
Richard and Valerie Watkins
Rick and Becky Romano
Robert Lee and Polly Ann Miller
Ron and Katy Harder

Sara and Daniel Romanski
Scott and Elizabeth Wertz
Silje Ostrem

Stacey Aurzada

Stephanie and Nathan Salazar
Steven and Pamela Haigh
Tasha and Matt Friedell

Tom Wolgamot

Base Camp $120-$249

Alan and Susan Shelinbarger
Amanda Howe

Amy and Alan Schmuck
Amy Dupuis

Anita and Matthew Seitz
Annie and Kevin Pepper
Anonymous

Aurice and Bob Worley
Barbara and Chuck Exley
Ben and Katie Rude

Beth and Dave Newsom

Beth and John Turman

Bob and Linda Morton

Brad and Brooke Shannon
Bruce and Laura Guthals

Bud and Kim Smoot

Candy and Larry Ourada
Carol and Greg Smith

Chad Nelsen and Sara Swenson
Chris and Alyssa Lovagnini
Christen and Andrew Brown
Christina Brown-Erickson and Steven Erickson
Christine Gerbig

Clarence Ver Sluys

Corey and Katie Okes

Dan and Marcia Bollman
David and Ingrid Waggoner

David Dorow and Wendy Clark
David Kumpe and Rosemarie Wipfelder Kumpe
Delbert and Shirley Grauerholz
Denise and Scott Ikenberry
Dennis and Marie Ammon
Dennis and Nancy Johnson
Donna Hayden

Duane and Pam Wagner

Eric and Heather Klavetter

Erik and Kim Bell Williams

Gary and Joy Symes

Hal and Shirley Nilsson

Hannah Gershenoff

Heather and David Kinz

Jacob Dolan and Becca Sager Dolan
Jennifer Newman and David Engel
Jessica and Jesse Reeves

Jim and Bonnie Shumaker

Jim and Laura Lewis

Jonathan and Jennifer Von Stroh
Joyce Mills

Judy Hagge

Judy Leiseth

Julia Cooley

June Hartmann and Allan Ochs
Karen Witt and Jim Puga

Kari and Mitchell Kusek

Katie and Daniel Scherr Bock
Keith and Tammy Wetter

Kelly and Thomas Ingebritson
Ken and Mary Sorenson

Kirk Dugan and Rachael Lanning
Laura Harney and Eric Sollenberger
Leah Jarvis

Leif and Peggy Ericson

Lisa Rogowski

Mande and Spencer Mathews
Mark and Angie Hartman

Mark and Heidi Peterson

Mark and Sarah Fincham

Marty Bendel Waite

Mary Elmshauser

Michael Heffernan

Nick and Kristine Moucha

Paul and Kathy Casey

Ralph and Barbara Dehnert
Rebecca and Paul Marsh

Richard and Elaine Simonds

Rod and Sharie Schofield

Sara and Clark Olson-Smith
Sharon and Bruce Stokes

Steve and Judy Gunnlaugsson
Steven and Debra Kinz

Susan Pfabe-Wiggans and Scott Wiggans
Terry and Holly Wubbena
Thomas Blaney

Tiffany and Kevin Roiseland
Todd and Christine Wright

Tom Berardinelli

PATHFINDERS

The following individuals are members of the 2026 Pathfinders’ Club. Pathfinders is RTLC’s next level giving club that keeps the ministry at Rainbow Trail growing and expanding. These individuals
have given $1,000 or more to this great ministry. To join, contact Dave at 719-276-5233 or find out more and donate online at www.rainbowtrail.org/donate. Many thanks to the following supporters:

Challenger Peak $1,000-1,499
Andrew Sather

Anonymous

Betty Kirsebom

Brad and Emma Dausses
Bradley and Roseanna Doty
Chris and Stephanie Frankle
Cindy Weist

Dave and Betsy Risendal
Dave and Carol Hartenberger
Diane Miller

Elizabeth and Jeff Thomas
Estate of Mardella Buhr
Evan and Beth Smith

Evelyn John

Fred Hansen

Gloria and Joel Friesenegger
Hanne and Kip Schauer
Harold and Susan Stitt
Hunter and Janet McDaniel
Jay and Tia Gamelin

John and Pam Marietta

Julie and Scott Miller

Kevin and Janet Flesch
Kevin and Tracey Engelhardt
Kiara and Andrew Jorgenson
Kris and Greg McDaniel
Larry and Lavona Brown
Laura Wouters

Marilyn and David Meline
Mary Koepp

Matt and Wendi Rusch
Nancy Lord

Nancy Skinner

Orla O’Callaghan and Paul McCarthy
Peter Meyer and Kyra Jensen Meyer
Randy and Marilyn Williams
Ray and Nicole’ Ferry
Rebecca and Jason Powell
Rick and Angela Guinn

Rick and Sherry Smith

Roger and Claudia Larson
Ruth Idler

Shirley Pettigrew

Sonja Thorwald

Long’s Peak $1.500-2.499
Amy and Matthew Pallas
Anonymous

Arthur Norman and Lisa Lennon
Ben and Maddie Hizer

Ben Spiger and Kendra Wilde
Cheryl and Stephen Mahon
Eric and Elizabeth Berrill
Gary and Kay Schritter

Holly and Nick Massie

James Myra

Janice Ehlers

Jay Davis

Jim and Cindy Britton

John Rasmussen

Karen Pforr

Kathy and Craig Twaddell
Kathy Gash

Ken and Sheryl Mielke
Kristin and Christian Nisonger
Lisa Meyerdierks

Liza and Nathan Blom
Marcus and Liz Kochis
Matthew and Sami Meline
Paul and Lisa Smith

Roger and Alice Aden

Roger and Cheryl Thompson
Roger and Mary Riekena
Rosetta Bidne

Scott and Emily Dalen

Seth and Marianne Prochaska
Severt and Mary Kvamme
Sophia and Nick Hassman
Stephanie and Andrew Holloway
Tom and Shari Gould

Vicki White

Wendy and Glenn Kuzminski
William Ernstrom and Janie Hanson-Ernstrom
MLt. Elbert $2,500-$4,999
Amy and Jonathan Webb

Ann Hultquist and Roger Loots
Annie and Jeff Heath
Anonymous

Austen and Christina Smith
Bob and Joyce Witte

Carl and Emily Sauey

Cathy and Bill Goss

Cindi and Mike Mathes

Dave and Nellie Jarvis

David and Sharon Henneke
Dee and Robert Jackson
Dolores Anderson

Don and Lillian Filegar

Edwin and Carleen Woolley
George and Norine Kerstein
Janice and James Mulvany
Jason Davis and Kellie Lisi

Jill and Douglas Monsen
Kathy and Dirk Hogue

Kim and Dave Guinn

Kurt and Marsha Ehrhardt
Mackenzie and Jonathan Swanson
Marcia and Bill Smith

Mia and Scott Harberts
Michelle and Dave Okes

Pat Holman and Phil Wangberg
Payton and Grace Waggoner
Randall Toney and Koren Holden
Rick and Charlene Coulson
Robert and Ann Erickson
Shanna and Ryan VanderWel
Susan and Dave Fisk

Zachary Lampe

Mt. Princeton $5.000 -$9.999
Bob and Andrea Mooney

Bob and Margie Dugan
Brad and Carissa Nietfeldt
Brenda and Lon Sears
Charlie and Claire Pineda
Cheryl Jebsen

David and Edie May Phillips
Dawn and Brent Meyer
Janet and Scott Harrison
John and Laura Hyten

Julie Reusser

Kris Ericson

Mark and Carla Ewing
Miles and Kim Brown
Nathan and Laura Cooper
Paul and Kathy Edstrom
Phil and Traci Dorth

Ron and Jean Bruns

Shelly and Gerry Clemen
Steve Jurrens

Tom and Alison Buckett
Vicki and Christian Lieber
Crestone Peak $10,000-$14,999
Dave Young

Ernie Adolf

Jim and Carol Reppert
Karen Smith

Kate and Eric Waggoner
Katie Dugan

Paul Schauer

Steve Flessner

Tara and Chad Sawinski
Walter and Karyl Meyer
Pikes Peak $15.000-$19.999
Randy and Lisa Schrader

MLt. of the Holy Cr 2 +
Anonymous

Bill and Charlotte Dausses
Scott Elvington



FALL 2026 RAINBOW TRAIL LUTHERAN CAMP

PAGE 7

CONTRIBUTORS

Abby Aurzada Julie Simon Bailey
Al and Reca Hanna . Justin Higa
Allen Kamin Kathy and Tim Armstrong
Amy Downey Kevin Lindley
Angie Alves Kristian Neira
Anita Giesick Latha Gangadharan
Anne and Jim Jahnke Laurie and Jerome Bourgeois
Bobbie Anderson Libbie and Mark Reinking
Bonita and Paul Angotti Lisa and Mike Regennitter
Carson Moran Lorene Lybbert
Cathy Goodman Mark and Susan Lathrop
Charles and Cathy Aigner Mary and Jack Buchheister
Charlotte Bell Mary Ellen Kassotakis
Chip Heginbotham Mel and Carolyn Fralm
Chris Keller Melissa Billiard
Christy Confetti Higgins Merle and Martha Lydick
Dale and Jan Ydstie-Roy Michael and Tamara Hoehn
Deborah and Jerry Yirku Molly Malloy and Jane Walsh
Debra and Joe Darschewski Nicholas Karabin
Dennis and Kaaren Bergstrom Patti Falbo-Toupin
Diane Frederick Paul Olsen
Donna Skovgaard Resolute Wealth Partners
Doris and Robert Dittmer Rick and Holly Thorstad
Edie Mitchell Robert Lusk
Frank and Linda Carau Ryan Mendez
Frederick and Susan Bachman Sara Conway
Gary and Kay Landers Sarah Zinn-Burggraaf and Mike
Gerald Mead Burggraaf
Gloria Albright Sharon McDaniel
H P and Kay Wilms Sheryl Collins
Hannah Maxa Stephanie Courtois
Harley and Diane Asche Steve and Debbie Selle
Jake Nimrod Susan and Brenda Zimmer
James and Karen Garrett Tammy and Paul Felts
Jana and Matthew Porta Terry Gholson
Janette Dorssom and John Giannangeli Trey Marshall
Jennifer Ridler Valerie Grantham
Joel and Susie Halvorson Vicki and Kevin Borns
Juergen Fleischer Vinayasri Gadde and Rajesh Buvanagiri
Julie and Jason Becker William and Mary Mitchell
GIFTS IN MEMORY
In memory of Kelsey Rohrbaugh In memory of Jerry Miller
Anonymous Cynthia Johnson
Amy Dupuis
In memory of Rose Heffernan Sara Conway
Michael Heffernan Sarah and Dave Bjornebo
Mary and Jack Buchheister
In memory of Al Schritter HP and Kay Wilms
Karla and Dan Clader Joel and Susie Halvorson

Gary and Kay Schritter
In memory of Jerr Ison

In memory of Don and Shirley Patti Nelson
Spangsberg
Christ the King Lutheran Church, In memory of Sandy Elvington
Durango, CO Jack and Phyllis Brown
In memory of Gar n In memory of Vern Regennitter
Stephanie and Nathan Salazar Laura Samuel
Mel and Carolyn Fralm
In memory of Hazel Adolf Mr. and Mrs. Terry Gholson
Ernie Adolf Harley and Diane Asche

ANN (JARVIS) SMITH MEMORIAL
LAND EXCHANGE

Anonymous
Edwin and Carleen Woolley
Evelyn John
Paul and Jana Oman

GIFTS IN HONOR

In honor of Grant Wiemers’ birthday
Michael and Tamara Hoehn

In honor of Ben Hizer’s birthday
Al and Reca Hanna

GIFTS IN KIND

Ascension Lutheran Church - 4 reams copy paper; 1 ream colored paper; 2 towel sets;
peel and stick catalog envelopes; 8 legal pads; 1 pack file folder labels
Bethlehem Lutheran Church - 16 reams of Astrobrite colored paper
Laura Wouters - 80 Forever Stamps
Sarah Zinn-Burggraaf and Mike Burggraaf - 10 REI Nalgene Water Bottles
Aurice and Bob Worley - Whistles
Phil and Traci Dorth - Staff closing banquet food and supplies
Kim and John Olson - 2 Travel Ukeleles
Zach Regennitter - 6 Ryobi Router Sets
Gideons International, Royal Gorge Camp - 100 Bibles

DESIGNATED GIFTS

Cheryl and Stephen Mahon - Soker Campership Fund
Lisa Meyerdierks - Soker Campership Fund
Abby Aurzada - Joshua Station
Randy and Lisa Schrader - Joshua Station
Suzanne and Clay Johnson - Joshua Station
Michelle and Dave Okes - Joshua Station
Charlie and Claire Pineda - PGA Expense
Charlie and Claire Pineda - Staff Contingency Fund
Bill and Charlotte Dausses - Commercial Washers and Dryers
Bill and Charlotte Dausses - Celebration for Chris
Kiesha Priem and Aaron Steger - Ladder for Ropes Course

THRIVENT CHOICE

Alan and Susan Shelinbarger
Annette Kvamme-Leijen and Erwin Leijen
Bill and Charlotte Dausses
Bob and Joyce Witte
Bob and Margaret Curnow
Bob and Margie Dugan
Bob and Sherice Barndt
Bradley and Roseanna Doty
Brelynn Dumortier
Brian and Candace Cadena
Bruce and Laura Guthals
Bruce and Nancy Albertson
Caitlin and Josh Nelson
Carol and Ken Yoss
Cheryl and Stephen Mahon
Cheryl Masters
Chris and Gail Tucker
Christie and Kevin Kurth
Chuck and Gayle Newell
Damon and Anna-Marie Larson
Dan and Marcia Bollman
Daniel and Diana Breed
Dave and Nellie Jarvis
David and Rebecca Kleen
David and Sharon Henneke
David Steinhauer
Dennis and Linda Sorce
Ellen Riley
Emmett and Katherine Cruson
Eric and Pam Gohl
Erik Park and Kathy Kowalczyk
Erik Peters and Julie Horan
Erin Shaffer
Evelyn John
Gary and Kay Schritter
Gene and Angie Youngmann
Greg and Barbara Haschke
Gregor Ronning
Gretchen and Chad Anthony
Ina Kay and Tom Devers
James Myra
Jeanine and Jeffrey Kenney
Jeff and Trisha Carlson
Jen Moore
Jenny and Roger Schulte
Jeremy and Sharon Marburger
Jim and Cindy Britton
Jim Ruden
Joanne Ingersen
Joe and Christy Peters
John and Jenny Hierlinger
John Knox
John Leritz
Jon and Jo Powers
Joshua Nickell
Joshua Olson
Julia Cooley
Julie and Scott Miller
Karen Smith
Katie and Daniel Scherr Bock
Keli’l and Karen Rogers
Ken and Linda Hultman
Kenneth Eastman
Kent and Elizabeth Lund
Kevin and Janet Flesch
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ORGANIZATIONAL

PARTNERS

Benevity Community Impact Fund
Cross of Glory Holy Closure
Expeditors International of Washington, Inc
Gideons International, Royal Gorge Camp
Martin/Martin

Naos Design Group

Mount Calvary Legacy 125 Endowment

Fund
Scheels
Thrivent Financial

PARTNER CONGREGATIONS

Abiding Hope Lutheran Church Littleton, CO

All Saints Lutheran Church Albuquerque,
NM

Ascension Lutheran Church Colorado
Springs, CO

Atonement Lutheran Church Boulder, CO

Augustana Lutheran Church Denver, CO

Bethany Lutheran Church Cherry Hills
Village, CO

Bethany Lutheran Church Fredericksburg, TX

Bethel Lutheran Church Aurora, CO

Bethel Lutheran Church Colorado Springs,
CO

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Longmont, CO

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Los Alamos,
NM

Black Forest Lutheran Church Colorado
Springs, CO

Centennial Lutheran Church Englewood, CO

Christ the King Lutheran Church Colorado
Springs, CO

Christ the King Lutheran Church Durango,
CO

Christ the Savior Lutheran Church Aurora,
CO

Christ the Servant Lutheran Church
Louisville, CO

Cross of Christ Lutheran Church Broomfield,
CO

Cross of Hope Lutheran Church Albuquerque,
NM

Evergreen Lutheran Church Evergreen, CO

Faith Lutheran Church Golden, CO

First Lutheran Church Colorado Springs, CO

First Lutheran Church Lake City, MN

First Lutheran Church Longmont, CO

First Lutheran Church Sioux Falls, SD

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Glenwood
Springs, CO

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Wheat Ridge,
CO

Holy Ghost Lutheran Church Fredericksburg,

TX
Holy Love Lutheran Church Aurora, CO
Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church Lakewood,
CcO

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church Littleton, CO

Immanuel Lutheran Church Greeley, CO

King of Kings Lutheran Church Pueblo, CO

Lord of the Hills Lutheran Church
Centennial, CO

Mount of the Holy Cross Luth Church Vail,
CcO

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church Ft. Collins,
CcO

Rocky Mountain Synod ELCA Denver, CO

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church Canon

City, CO
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church
LaSalle, CO

South Zumbro Lutheran Church Kasson, MN

South Zumbro Lutheran Church WOW
Kasson, MN

St. Luke Lutheran Church Albuquerque, NM

St. Mark Lutheran Church Aurora, CO

St. Paul Lutheran Church Calhan, CO

St. Peter Lutheran Church Greenwood
Village, CO

St. Philip Lutheran Church Littleton, CO

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church Boulder,

CO
Trinity Lutheran Church Fowler, CO
Trinity Lutheran Church Monument, CO
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Events Calendar
2026 - 2027

November 1................ Registration Opens/Applications Open
October 9-11.....cccceeveeeieecernrreerreneeneen. Confirmation Retreat
November 20-22.........ccceeevveeererreeennnn Senior High Retreat
DEC 46 AdventFest
February 28..........ccccveeveeneee. Summer Staff Applications Due
72N} i1 5 DO Summer Volunteer Apps Due
May 28-31.cccueeecreeereerieeieennen. Memorial Day Work Weekend
May 31-JUNE 12.....cevrerrerieenierireenieenresseeesneennne Staff Training
September 3-6.........ccecveervernnenn. Labor Day Family Weekend
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Memorial Pay Ponor

Are you considering a yearly gift to Rainbow Trail but don’t know where you’ll
see a tangible return? Look no further! Each Memorial Day weekend Rainbow
Trail hosts roughly 120 volunteers to make major improvements to our site and
prepare for summer. What some might not know is that Rainbow Trail spends
around $20,000 in materials for the weekend! With the help of experienced
contractors and careful planning, we believe we receive between $40,000 and
$50,000 worth of labor in just three days! Rainbow Trail is seeking donors that
are passionate about site improvements and would be willing to fund part or all
of our annual Memorial Day work weekend. If interested, email
daveg@rainbowtrail.org.

Are You Willing?

If you could make a gift that literally impact generations of future
campers at Rainbow Trail, wouldn’t you jump at the chance to do
that? Well, there is a very simple way you can do that. Rainbow Trail
depends on the support of generous people to do its ministry. A very
simple and easy way to make a difference is to include Rainbow Trail
in your will as the beneficiary of an estate gift or as the beneficiary
of a life insurance policy. By naming Rainbow Trail in your will,
you will become a member of the Sangre de Cristo Society. This
group becomes the foundation upon which the future of the ministry
of Rainbow Trail is being built. Your gift will reach beyond your
lifetime and ensure that the Gospel will continue to be shared through
this ministry for generations to come. Two great examples of this are
the estates of Pauline Hammond and of Maxine Johnson who pro-
vided gifts that helped build our ropes course. If you have already
included Rainbow Trail in your will, let us know so we can include
you in the list of members of the Sangre de Cristo Society. For more
information, please contact Dave in the Canon City office.

Craving Color?

Rainbow Reflections is available in a paperless, color version! Visit
our website to find this edition and many previous editions of Rainbow
Reflections in full color. You can also email Tricia at info@rainbowtrail.
org to get on our e-newsletter list for more Rainbow Trail information!

We make every effort to list each
donor, but mistakes do happen. If we have inadvertently omitted your name or
listed you incorrectly, we apologize. Please call 719-276-5233
and let us know so that we can make corrections.

A different, yet significant way to support
the ministries of Rainbow Trail

Needs List

These are essential items needed for our day-to-day
operations. A designated monetary gift would certainly
be welcome as well. You can bring these items with you
any time you come to camp or call us to arrange a drop-
off or pick-up. Thank you for your continued support!

White 20# copy Paper (Laser quality)
Reams of colored copy paper
Nalgene Water Bottles

Masking Tape

Scotch Tape

Duct Tape

Packing Tape

Postage stamps

9x12 Manila envelopes (no clasps)
6x9 Manila Envelopes (no clasps)

10x13 Manila Envelopes (no clasps)

Rain Jackets & Rain Pants

On-Site and Compass Points Day Packs

Foam Brushes - 17

Paintbrushes - all sizes, inexpensive

2 Cases of Lysol or Clorox Wipes

Rubber Made Bins With Lids (10 gallon,
14 gallon, 18 gallon)

Wish List

These are larger items that we haven’t budgeted for, but
would love to have. Contact us if you would like to donate
any of these items, new or gently used. You can bring
them to camp, or call to arrange a drop-off or pick-up.
Thank you for your continued support.

Heavy Duty Cotton Work Gloves tyvek suits various sizes (5-10 of each size)
Sturdy Wheelbarrows 273”47 chip brushes (25 each or variety
New 3-piece towel sets (20) packs)
Shark Navigator vacuums (4) floor jacks for the 15 pas vans (2) 5 ah,m18
Dish Cart milwaukee batteries (2)
Podcast Gear 3 ah m18 milwaukee batteries (4)
Used Mini Van For Day Camp 4 ah ridgid 18v batteries (4)
Apple Studio loppers in various sizes (10)
3m kn95 industrial respirator masks (50) over ear protection (10)

push lawn sweeper with 7 cu ft hopper

Shop Online
It’s easy to give a gift from RTLC’s Needs or Wish Lists online. We’ve pre-
selected items that we are looking for and provided links straight to great
deals that we’ve found. There is also a Compass Points specific list online.
You can even ship directly to us!
www.rainbowtrail.org/donate/needs-and-wish-list
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Administrative Office Camp Office

107 S. 9th Street, Suite B 3056 County Road 198
Canon City, CO 81212 Westcliffe, CO 81252
Phone: 719-276-5233 Phone: 719-942-4220

Fax: 719-276-5235 Fax: 719-942-4000
Office Hours: 9 am - 5 pm

2

Full-Time Staff

Dave Gunnlaugson, Executive Director...........c..ccccceeueeunes daveg@rainbowtrail.org
Ruth Bolkema, Bookkeeper...............ccoooueeeiiii. accounting@rainbowtrail.org
Tricia Lindsey, Executive Assistant/Registrar.............ccccccoeeveveuenene. info@rainbowtrail.org
Will Johnson, Director of Compass Points & Day Camp...will@rainbowtrail.org
Delta Regennitter, Director of Retreats..........c.ccceceevueeneens delta@rainbowtrail.org
Cam Regennitter, Assistant Director............cccceeeeeeeeeeenn. cam@rainbowtrail.org
Matt Turman, Director of Site & Facilities.........c.cccoevrrnencccecnnen matt@rainbowtrail .org

Board of Directors

President...................... Rev. Jane Jebsen, Faith Lutheran, Golden, CO
Vice President....Rev. Nicolé Ferry, Trinity Lutheran, Monument, CO
Secretary.......cc....... Rev. Brad Doty, St. Philip Lutheran, Littleton, CO
Treasurer....c.cooviiiiiiiiiiiiinnne, Austen Smith, Lafayette, CO

.............................................. Phil Dorth, Bethany Lutheran, Denver, CO
......................... Sophia Hassman , St. Philip Lutheran, Littleton, CO
............................. Kevin Flesch, Augustana Lutheran, Englewood, CO
............. Rev. Steph Lord, Christ The Servant Lutheran, Lousivlle, CO
................................... Julie Miller, Bethany Lutheran, Denver, CO

www.rainbowtrail.org




